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SUBJECT: GOK 'BAN' ON "FINANCIAL TIMES" 

REF: KUWAIT 2427 

1. DURING MEETING WITH BRITISH AMBASSADOR LAMB MAY 8, 

HE TOLD ME THAT HE HAD MET WITH DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER 
AND MINISTER OP INPORMATION SHAIKH JABER AL-ALI PREVIOUS 
DAY TO INQUIRE ABOUT REASONS POR BANNING OP "FINANCIAL 
TIMES" (REFTEL). JABER AL-ALI SAID THAT THE KUWAITIS WERE 
UPSET BY SUGGESTION OP "PINANCIAL TIMES" REPORTER 
ANTHONY MCDERMOTT THAT AMIR WAS PLANNING TO STEP DOWN. 

HE DENIED THAT THIS WAS BEING CONSIDERED. HE BELIEVED 
THAT MCDERMOTT HAD OBTAINED THIS INPORMATION FROM NAQUIB 
RIYADH RAYESS WHO IS INVOLVED IN PUBLISHING EUROPEAN 
EDITION OF AN-NAHAR AND WHOM THE KUWAITIS CONSIDERED TO BE 
IRRESPONSIBLE EDITOR SEEKING TO STIR UP TROUBLES 

BOTH IN KUWAIT AND SAUDI ARABIA. 

2. LAMB TOLD JABER AL-ALI THAT, BECAUSE KUWAIT WAS PLAYING 
A SIGNIPICANT ROLE IN REGIONAL AND EVEN WORLD APPAIRS, 

IT WOULD HAVE TO EXPECT TO RECEIVE INCREASED ATTENTION 
IN THE WORLD PRESS. THIS ARTICLE HAD BEEN PUBLISHED BY A 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 KUWAIT 02501 09III8Z 

RESPONSIBLE NEWSPAPER. THE KUWAITI ACTION COULD STIMULATE 
ADDITIONAL ARTICLES ON THIS SUBJECT BY LESS RESPONSIBLE 
NEWSPAPERS. 

3. ACCORDING TO BRITISH AMBASSADOR, JABER AL-ALI THEN 
ASKED HIM WHAT HE WOULD HAVE DONE IN SIMILAR 
CIRCUMSTANCES. LAMB SUGGESTED THAT MINISTRY OP INPORMATION 
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MIGHT HAVE DONE WELL TO CONTACT THE AUTHOR AND DISCUSS 
SUBJECT WITH HIM, POSSIBLY EVEN INVITING HIM TO COME TO 
KUWAIT TO LEARN TRUE STORY. 

4. COMMENT: BRITISH AMBASSADOR CONSIDERS THAT KUWAITIS 
HAD OVERREACTED IN THIS AEEAIR. HE DID NOT OBTAIN ANY 
INDICATION FROM JABER AL-ALI AS TO A POSSIBLE TIME 
LIMITATION OF THIS BAN, NOR DID HE APPARENTLY OBTAIN 
ANY COMMITMENT EROM DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER TO CONSIDER 
LIFTING BAN OR TO PURSUE LAMB'S SUGGESTION ABOUT 
CONTACT WITH MCDERMOTT. 

MAESTRONE 
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